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Greetings:

As we move into 1999 we continue to
be faced with issues that effect our enjoyment
on Parker Pond. Some of the topics before us
are safety; fishing; water quality and
membership. While these are not new, their
importance dictates that they need to always be
on our agenda.

At the annual membership meeting we
debated a proposal to ban personal watercrafts,
a.k.a. Jet Skis, from the pond. The result was a
nearly unanimous vote in favor of the proposal.
However, achieving such a total ban may take a
long time, if it can be realized at all. With this
in mind the officers and trustees have decided
to approach the problem in two ways.

We will continue to try to get the local
governments (Mt. Vernon, Vienna, Fayette and
Chesterville) to create laws banning Jet Skis.
At the same time, we think there is a way to
realize a ban using a solution that already
exists.

There are sufficient laws on the books
that prohibit the irresponsible behavior that we
associate with most Jet Ski incidents. The
problem is enforcement. Our game warden
service, which normally handles watercraft
violations, is under terrific pressure to meet all
it’s mandated responsibilities. Being under-
staffed, they are unable to provide continuous
monitoring of each lake and river. We can
consider ourselves lucky if a warden visits the
pond more then twice a summer. Since we can
not count on existing law enforcement to
handle the problem, we are proposing to local
governments the creation of the volunteer
position of Harbormaster. This individual
would be available to perform duties Memorial
Day through Labor Day, plus or minus a week
or two.

We have proposed this concept to the
Mt. Vernon Selectmen and are awaiting further
dialogue.

The recent survey done by our Inland
Fish and Wildlife Dept. has shown that our
salmon fishery is in the poorest condition since
1980. They found that the population is too
dense and this has resulted in stunted fish
length and weight. There are plans to change all
of this, but it will take time.

While everyone agrees that good water
quality is the most important issue, the way to
bring about improvements becomes cloudy
when it effects your own property. The well-
being of the lake should be our main concern.
Ensuring that this is so will inevitably result in
the well being of our individual properties. Stay
focused, the health of the lake effects us all.

Our appreciation goes to our water
quality team led by Deb Loftus. We all thank
you for your time and efforts to develop a
history of qualitative results and for producing
a film documenting our shoreline.

We continue to see new homes and new
owners of existing properties on the lake. We
are in the process, this winter, of updating our
list of property owners from our town’s
records. We strongly believe that our members
are the lifeblood of Parker Pond.

We encourage all property owners to
get involved in our organization. Talk with
your neighbors about our efforts and results.
The officers and trustees need to hear from
all of our members. ‘

I hope that this year will bring you all
the joy and happiness we get from being part of
Parker Pond

Brent StClair, President



In 1945 we caught bluegills large enough for
two fillets, and any kid could toss a line from

the shore and have “luck . We used to bottom

fish for hornpout, but I haven 't seen any of
these in years. (Spawning grounds gone?) [
know that sportsmen are not interested in these
lowly species, but we also caught two-foot
small mouths many a time. The absence of
diversity must mean something. What, I do not
know.

Susan Slavet suggested that I was remiss in not
voicing my concern. Since I may not be able to
attend the meeting, 1 am writing this out. I
don’t know how much you may feel is
pertinent to the

association’s current temper. But because of

o, (43 23
Susan I am writing my say -

Ruth E. Grauert

RR 2, Box 340

Mount Vernon, ME 04352
207-293-2280

editors note:

Our lake is rich in memories that reside with individuals
like you. Share these thoughts with us. Send a letter or
note to:

Marty Arnold

RR I Box 6385

Mt. Vernon, ME 04352
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Loon Report

The Annual Maine Audubon Loon
Count was held on Saturday, July 18®.
Reporting for duty at 7:00 AM, and with a
scant 30 minutes to do the job, our loon
spotters moved around the lake with purpose
and stealth. The final report was:
Adults 15
Chicks 2
Nests 2
A week or so after the official count we spotted
additional chicks, raising the un-official
number to 5. Not bad, considering how much
rain we had in June. '
My thanks and appreciation to our
Parker Pond Loonies:

Linda and Robert Brundage

BJ and Al Earle

Ruth Grauert and campers at Bearnstow
Jean and Morg Henika

Jere Hughes

Norm Meldrum

Jean and Brent StClair

Millie and Waine Whittier

If you would like to participate in the 1999
count please contact me.

At last year’s annual meeting there was
some interest in the results of previous years
loon counts. Here are the last six year’s
“official” results.

1998 15 Adults 2 Chicks
1997 32 Adults O chicks
1996 no count due to wind and rain
1995 13 Adults 2 Chicks
1994 9 Adults 3 Chicks
1993 10 Adults 1 Chick

It’s interesting to note that in the majority of
cases, our chick count increases after the
census.

Marty Arnold



i go to the edge of the lake

the night, bringing peace.

telling me to be at ease.

1-13-98
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Listen for the Loons

late at night to listen for the loons.

1 know they are there as i have heard

them laughing in the shadows at dusk, their
hysterical cries oddly quieting

at times 1 have searched the shoreline
for nests that always elude me,

seeking the source of this marvelous
juxtaposition, lunatic sedative.

but they are not found, and i stand
frustrated, my goal unattained,

the laughter comes from across the lake,

Still Morning — Maine

Mist drifts above still water,
where the wake of a diving

loon has quietly resolved,

like its laughter which, exhausted
from echoing off the firs

at shoreline, sinks in the water
seeking again its natal source.

Salmon landlocked search the edges
of the pond for bedding stones
though none is there and, rebuffed,
drive the deep water for smelt,
their cycle of life left in
the depths with sunken cars and
the sterile afterbirth of
hexagenia husks.

1-30-98
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Sentinels — Parker Pond

stones and loons bob in the soft chop,
ruffed from the surface of the lake

by the northeasterly wind.

with equal resolve they survive
above and below the wakes

of boats and breezes against which
their energies must defend, their
substance prevail. Only when winter
comes do they shrink from view,
driven south, driven under. Yet

with the thaw, their shoulders shrug off
the ice and their laughter breaks the
back of callous winter darkness,
reclaiming their sentinel status

2-6-98
mfb
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Mike Bonkowski is an able fly fisherman. He wets his
line on Parker at least once a year as he and his wife,
Debbie, visit with kin, Joan and Burton Anderson..



WATER QUALITY COMMITTEE
REPORT

Water quality testing went well this past
1998 season. Ray Anderson did his twice per
month secchi disk readings and Marty Arnold
and I obtained dissolved oxygen readings and
water samples.

While we will not have an official
report from the DEP until the next newsletter, I
can speculate, just from our observations, that
there was more phosphorus loading into the
pond this year. This, I believe is due in part to
the heavy June rains. Later in the season, there
was a report of many large bass floating dead
on the surface of the pond. We cannot be sure
that this problem was not at least partially due
to the late season drop in available oxygen in
the lake. If this significant problem continues
and worsens, due to more loading into the lake,
we could see an increase in internal phosphorus
generation. This could cause algae blooms not
only in the fall but also in the spring and
summer as well.

Another real and encroaching water
quality issue is the threat of invasive aquatic
plants. We now have variable milfoil in Maine.
I went to the lakes conference this past July,
and learned a great deal about these nasty
plants. Once these plants are established they
are very prolific and virtually choke out
shorelines, and they are almost impossible to
get rid of once they are there. These plants can
be carried into the lake by boats, motors and
trailers that have been in lakes which are
infected. The only strategy that will keep this
out of our lake is prevention. All boat owners
need to be very vigilant about making sure their
toys are clean before entering the lake,

I don’t mean to be the bearer of all bad
news. Parker Pond still has good water clarity
and although the O2 loss is cause for concern, I
believe we can pull together and do some
meaningful prevention through action and
education. I need your help. I have some
ideas, as do other folks in the association. We
could use, and desperately need, some new
ideas and energy on this committee.

Anyone interested in helping please contact me

at:
Deb Loftus Cayer
RR#2 Box 1805
Farmington, Me. 04938
207-293-2782
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Minutes of
Parker Pond Annual Meeting
July 18, 1998

Treasurer Waine Whittier chaired the
meeting in the absence of the President and
Vice President. :

There was a memorial minute in
remembrance of Joyce Hughes, one of the
founding members of Parker Pond Association.

The Treasurers report was read. Waine
reminded the membership that a healthy
balance is needed if the need to repair the dam
should ever arise. The membership requested
that Waine move some funds into higher yield
accounts. Waine said that he would look into
doing that.

Water Quality Officer Deb Loftus gave
a brief report. She said that our biggest need is
camp owner education about buffer areas. She
reminded the present members that shrubbery
and groundcovers are strongly encouraged to
help retain wash. Waine mentioned the water
shed implementation plan grant that we are
applying for. It was also suggested by
membership that we develop a pamphlet for
shorefront owners to encourage good practice.
A suggestion was made that we look into doing
a mailing with the help of the towns. A
comment was made from the floor that septic
system maintenance and correct use are also
issues and that this information should be
included in any booklet that would advise good
practice for the lake.

Marty is looking for people to work on
maintaining man-made loon nests. He also
noted that we are in the process of renewing
our gull permit.

There was much discussion about the
issue of personal watercraft (jet skis).

The discussion was framed by two questions:

1. Should the pond association have a
position on them?
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