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President’s Message 
Gerry Tinguely 
 
It’s good to feel your warmth May. Parker Pond welcomes you back from a long winter. 
Water temperature is 57° and so much green has erupted over the last week. 
 
The two major threats to Parker Pond’s water quality are soil erosion pollution and 
aquatic invasive plants. As your president of Parker Pond Association I am 
participating in a steering committee of the Parker Pond Watershed Protection Project , 
Phase III which is ongoing and will be completed by December 2027. 
 
The water quality of Parker Pond, although good, is considered vulnerable and listed 
on the Dept.of Environmental Protection’s Non Point Source (NPS) Priority Watershed 
List as Threatened due to sediment chemistry measured in 2016. The purpose of the 
Project which dates back to 2011 is to identify areas of soil erosion and mitigate them 
so that it reduces the flow of sediment and phosphorus into Parker Pond. The project 
utilizes best management practices (BMP) at the NPS sites. These sites include 
residential properties, private roads, driveways, town roads and more. Phase 2 of the 
project was completed in 2021 and involved changing the culvert on Sandy River Road 
where David Pond drains into Parker Pond. This site was a major polluter to Parker 
Pond. This project was funded in part by a grant provided by the US EPA under section 
319 of the Clean Water Act. The funding was administered by the Maine DEP. Total 
cost of project matching funds was $308,000. 30 Mile River Watershed Association 
was instrumental in completing this project. 
   
The total cost of phase 3 is $262,054.  Multiple sites will be worked on with the purpose 
of protecting Parker Pond’s water quality. Funding is structurally the same as phase 2 
with funds provided by the US EPA administered by the Maine DEP and coordinated 
by 30MRWA.(see Ellie Hatt’s article on Tower Rd). 
   
All this work and improvement in Water Quality on Parker Pond does not happen 
without 30MRWA. We are fortunate to have a partner like 30MRWA who has a shared 
mission to protect and improve Parker Pond’s water quality. We are all Water 
Protectors. We encourage all property owners to get a Lake Smart evaluation to help 
mitigate soil erosion that may be occurring on your property. Contact Deb Cayer 
(debbiecayer@gmail.com) for an evaluation. 
   

 

http://dept.of


The second major threat to Parker Pond is aquatic invasive plants and 30MRWA is 
actively engaged with the DEP to prevent the spread of Invasive Swollen Bladderwort 
from Tilton Pond which drains into David Pond which flows into Parker Pond.(See Silas 
Mohlar’s article on Swollen Bladderwort and Karen Rogers’ article on Invasive Plant 
Patrol).   
 
Silas will be giving a talk on aquatic invasive plants on Thursday, June 18 at 6 PM at 
the Chesterville Center Union Meeting House at 3 Borough Rd which is across the 
street from Chesterville Road department . All are welcome. Hope to see you there. 
       
Remember to come to the Parker Pond Annual Meeting on Sunday June 28. Details 
above.  
Have a great summer! 
Gerry Tinguely.  President, PPA 

 

 

 

Invasive Plant Patrol  
Karen Rogers   
krogers3411@gmail.com 

Spring is the time when docks are put in, boats are launched, 
loons return and lake plants grow and propagate.  Parker Pond is 
currently a pond full of diverse native plant species. Our team of 
plant patrollers have identified over 50 varieties of native plants all 

of which have their own special environments in which to thrive  in our lake.     

Fortunately, we have yet to find any invasive water plants or creatures except for the 
land plant Phragmites which is creeping into the waters in Secret Cove. Finding any 
invasives early sets us up for eradication and success. As we have seen with the 
Swollen Bladderwort invasion in Tilton Pond (drains into David into Parker) no lake is 
guaranteed to be immune and forever free of invasives.  30 Mile River Water 
Association (30 Mile) has and is still committing many hours of labor and resources to 
do what they can to prevent and control the spread of this bladderwort and protect our 
lakes and property values.  Swollen Bladderwort blooms multiple times per year so 
now is the time to notice any yellow blooms of water plants in the lake. Even with many 
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yards of netting in place and regular inspections, the heavy rains may allow this plant 
to breach these barriers. Please read  their recent article:   

https://30mileriver.org/working-to-prevent-swollen-bladderwort-from-spreading-downstream/ 

What can each one of us do to keep our lake enjoyable, protect our water quality, 
and protect our land values? 

1.​ CLEAN - DRAIN - DRY your boats and trailers. DISPOSE of unwanted bait, 
worms, and fish parts in the trash.  Thoroughly inspect your boats, trailers, 
kayaks, paddle boards, windsurfers, paddle boats, paddles, fishing gear, etc and 
remove ALL vegetation, inside wells, trailers, motors, propellers, etc. before  
launching and upon leaving. Please avoid lakes known to have invasive species 
or plants. Together we can continue to keep invasive plants and species like 
zebra mussels out of our precious lake.   

a.​ Here is how for boats and trailers:  
https://www.fws.gov/story/clean-drain-dry 

b.​ Here’s how for non motorized craft:  
https://youtu.be/DFSJjAXhnmU?si=-UNSiTAthGpUPP9_ 

2.​ Keep your eyes open for unfamiliar plants even if just curious. Contact me 
or 30 Mile for identification. We are happy to help and learn as well.  Here’s a link 
for identifying invasive plants:  
https://mainelakes.org/invasives/invasive-aquatic-plants-in-maine/ 

3.​ Follow water quality guidelines to prevent erosion and lake pollution. Have 
a free Lake Smart evaluation.  

4.​ Keep our wildlife safe. Be mindful of boat speed near shores and islands. Keep 
a lawful distance from loons and nests. 

5.​ Avoid celebrating with fireworks near loon nesting sites and over bodies of 
water. (More information see Mt Vernon policy or contact 
krogers3411@gmail.com) 

6.​ Join our team of Plant Patrollers. Everyone is welcomed. All eyes can 
contribute and learn with us. Please contact me. 

7.​ Here are some online resources:  

https://www.lakestewardsofmaine.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/LSM-FieldGuide-2018.pdf 

2024 Updated AIS Quick Key - Lake Stewards of Maine 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qA9s8-PXV9HYMgrFdIiiQYIkzAV-Fp4g/view?usp=drivesdk 
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It takes an entire team of neighbors, fishermen, water enthusiasts, and visitors to 
notice changes in plant growth or presence. If you notice anything you are 
curious about PLEASE notify someone from Parker Pond or 30 MRWA to explore 
your concerns.  Thank you for caring about our lake.  

 
 

 . 30 Mile River Watershed Association News 
 
Working to prevent swollen bladderwort from spreading downstream  
Silas Mohlar, AIS Program Director 
​  
30 Mile is committed to preventing the spread of swollen bladderwort from Tilton Pond 
downstream to David and Parker, and to finding solutions that effectively manage and 
reduce this invasive species’ impact on the pond’s ecology, recreation, and property 
values. 
 
We work closely with the Maine Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) to 
implement best management practices. The DEP provides guidance for our work, 
assists us in the field, and helps to implement  and refine the management plan. 
 
This winter, we worked with DEP to install posts across the pond’s outlet that will 
support wire mesh to reduce risk of swollen bladderwort moving downstream to the 
culvert at Jackmans Mill Road. In June, we plan to hand remove any invasive 
bladderwort in the area between the screen and culvert to further reduce risk of spread. 
 
Additional work planned for our staff for the upcoming season includes: 

●​ Maintaining four fragment nets in the outlet stream between Jackmans Mill Road 
and East Road 

●​ Conducting multiple early-detection surveys of David Pond (including a diver 
survey) 

●​ Completing high-priority area surveys of Parker Pond 
●​ Continuing ongoing outreach and education to foster long-term community 

engagement in prevention, early detection, and control of this invasive. 

 



 
Currently, large-scale mechanical removal of swollen bladderwort from Tilton Pond is 
not feasible. Before such work can be considered, the overall abundance of the plant 
must be reduced dramatically to a manageable level, potentially through herbicide 
treatment. Because there is no history of herbicides being used on swollen bladderwort 
in Maine, the DEP is tracking the effectiveness of an herbicide currently being used on 
swollen bladderwort in Massachusetts. Once they have seen these results, likely by the 
end of this season (one year post-treatment), they will make a decision about 
approving its use in Maine.  

 
Tower Road on Track for Major Upgrade to Protect Parker 
Pond 
Ellie Hatt, Land Use Coordinator 
 
Soil pollution remains the leading threat to lake water quality in Maine, and one of the 
primary drivers of algal blooms. By slowing runoff and stabilizing soil, we protect water 
quality and help prevent these blooms. The Parker Pond Protection Project, Phase III 
(2025-2027)* is designed to do exactly that.  
 
This project provides funding and technical assistance for erosion-control work 
throughout the watershed. In 2025, four residential sites and four private road projects 
were completed. Improvements included ditching, driveway upgrades, rock-sandwich 
and culvert installations, road elevation and resurfacing, and other best management 
practices that reduce sediment from entering the lake.  
 
In December of 2025, 30 Mile applied for additional funding from the Maine DEP/EPA 
and was awarded $93,000, bringing our total project award to $156,633. With this 
funding, and matching funds from the Town of Vienna, a major upgrade is planned for 
Tower Road where it crosses a major stream at the north end of the lake. The existing 
3-foot plastic culvert will be replaced with a 10 ft-span box culvert engineered to 
withstand increasingly intense storms that overwhelm the current culvert. The need for 
this upgrade became clear after two major floods in 2023 resulting in washouts. During 
those events alone, an estimated 92 tons of sediment and 49 pounds of phosphorus 
were carried downstream to the lake, highlighting Tower Road as a priority for both 
public safety and water quality.  
 

 



Erosion control work on residential properties and private roads will continue 
throughout 2026, further reducing sediment from reaching Parker Pond and protecting 
water quality. In addition to erosion and stormwater runoff,  improperly functioning 
septic systems can also contribute excess nutrients to the lake. To support 
homeowners, 30 Mile and PPA will co-host a Septic Social this summer. Residents will 
have the chance to learn from a septic professional about best practices for lake 
protection and septic system care. More details on the date and location will be shared 
soon. 
 
 Keep an eye on 30 Mile’s “Upcoming Workshops and Events” webpage and our 
social media for updates on this event, as well as other education and outreach 
opportunities supported through this grant.  
 
*Funding for this project, in part, was provided by the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency under Section 319(h) of the Clean Water Act. The funding is administered by 
the Maine Department of Environmental Protection in partnership with EPA. 
 
To learn more about this project, visit: 
30mileriver.org/nonpoint-source-water-pollution-grants.  
 
30 Mile’s Upcoming Events:  

Courtesy Boat Inspector Training 
Saturday, June 6th (multiple dates throughout the summer!) 
30 Mile Headquarters, 6 Seavey Corner Rd, Mount Vernon 
Learn more and register here.  
 
LSM Live Plant I.D.  
Thursday, July 9th, 9AM - 12PM 
Kents Hill Alpine Center, Readfield 
Registration opens soon. Learn more here. 
 
Open House 
Sunday, July 12th, 10AM - 2PM  
30 Mile Headquarters, 6 Seavey Corner Rd, Mount Vernon 
 
LSM Plant Paddle 
Thursday, July 16th, 9AM - 12PM 
Maranacook Lake Route 41 Boat Launch, Readfield 
Registration opens soon. Learn more here. 
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17th Annual Paddle Trek 
Saturday, July 25th  
Registration opens in June. Learn more here.  
 
Naturalist Program led by 30 Mile 
Thursday, August 13th, 2PM - 3:30PM 
Camp Bearnstow, 84 Bearnstow Rd. Mount Vernon 
 
 

Annual Launch 
Bob Weimont (bweimont@yahoo.com) 
 
Every year through an agreement with Parker Lake Shores Recreation Association and 
Parker Pond Association, PPA members have three opportunities to reserve times to 
put in their boat in the spring and three to take out their boat in the fall.  There is one 
remaining launch date this spring with openings.  Use the email above if you haven’t 
already signed up. 
 
Saturday June 13th (8:30 am - 12:30) 
 
 
 

Dam Report  
Nona Boyink 
 
One of our responsibilities as the Parker Pond Association is the maintenance of the 
dam at the outlet. In our fall newsletter we shared a photo showing how low the water 
was . This Spring, Dave Markovchick did a thorough inspection of the dam,checking for 
any damage, fallen trees etc that might affect the function and stability of the dam. His 
overall assessment was that the dam is in excellent shape.  

The spillway has excellent waterflow. Let’s hope that this is not another drought 
summer. and that we can keep that flow. There is no visible erosion along the banks of 
the spillway. The pool behind the dam is free of obstruction and shows no 
whirlpool impact on the dam's backside. Knot weed has not yet begun to sprout but it is 
there and will need to be kept in check. 

Every year a loon nest is placed in the cove in front of the dam so if  you are curious to 
see the dam please do not approach the area until mid summer after loon breeding 
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season is over and any chicks that we might be fortunate enough to have are out and 
about. 

The  biennial review of our Emergency Action Plan for the dam, which lays out the 
steps to follow if there were to be a breach, is being submitted this Spring and is 
coordinated with Maine FEMA and  our local Fire and Rescue Department in Mount 
Vernon. 

 

Events in the Neighborhood July 25 and 26. 
July 25 Do you have precious items that need to find another home?  Do you need 
items to make the camp or home more comfortable? Come to Mount Vernon 
Community Center on Saturday for the “My kids Don’t Want It Sale” to 

benefit the community center. Call 293-2619 if you want to rent a table to sell some of 
your own things.  Lots of folks will be winnowing their belongings and selling them on 
Saturday. Not to be missed. 
 
July 26, 2026 
10:00 AM to 4:00 PM. 
The town of Mount Vernon isn’t very large, but there are a lot of talented people and 

interesting history. The Mount Vernon Community Center Board is hosting the 

“Hidden Gems in Mount Vernon Tour” as a fund raiser for our historic 

community building. A vital part of our town and surrounding communities, the 

Community Center is used as a gathering for events, music, dinners, celebrations and 

much more. 

 
To raise funds for improvement for our 1800’s building we are organizing a self guided 

tour of 9 unique locations around town. These Hidden Gems include captivating 

modern stonework and landscaping, historic sites, an art gallery, as well as visits to 

artisans’workshops to see quilting, wood turning, and iron and forge work.   
Please join us on Sunday, July 26 at the Mount Vernon Community Center. 10 to 
4 pm 

 



 
Tickets can be purchased in advance at the Dr. Shaw Library or on the day of the 
event at the Mt. Vernon Community Center. Box lunches from Scapes are 
available for pre-order when purchasing tickets and can be picked up at the 
community center. 
 
Lost and Found 
Let’s hope no one loses a kayak, swim tube or chair off their dock this year. But, if it happens 
send a note to Maggie Chadwick chadwickmaggie@gmail.com  and I will do my best to 
forward your information to the PPA membership. 
  

To unsubscribe - send a note to: chadwickmaggie@gmail.com. 
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