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L99 I  SPEC]AL  MEETING

A  S p e c i a l  M e e t i n g  o f  t h e  P a r k e r
P o n d  A s s o c i a t i o n  w i l l  b e  h e l d  a t  t h e
M t .  V e r n o n  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  V e s t r y  a t
7  :  0 0  p .  m .  o n  S a t u r d a y  ,  J u l y  1  3  ,  * 1  9 9 I  .
The  pu rpose  o f  t he  mee t ing  i s  t d
b r ing  members  toge the r  eax ) . y  i n  t he
season  and  enab le  the  va r ious  new
c o m m i t t e e s  t o  m e e t  a n d  b e g i n  t h e i r
w o r k  w h i l e  t h e r e  i s  t i m e  l e f t  t o
a c c o m p l i s h  s o m e t h i n g .  A n y  p r e s e n t a t i o n
a t  t h i s  m e e t i n g  w i l l  b e  b r i e f ,  s i n c e
t h e  f o c u s  w i l l  b e  c o m m i t t e e  w o r k .
R e f r e s h m e n t s  w i l l  b e  s e r v e d .

L99O ANNUAL MEETING

The Annual  Meet ing of  the Parker
P o n d  A s s o c i a t i o n  w a s  h e l d  o n  A u g u s t  2 4 ,
1990  a t  t he  Mt .  Ve rnon  Bap t i s t  Church
V e s t r y .  P r e s i d e n t ,  S t e v e  C o w p e r t h w a i t e
o p e n e d  t h e  m e e t i n g  a t  7 : 0 5  p . m .  T h e
membersh ip  i nd i ca ted  an  l -n te res t  i n
d i s c u s s i n g  t h r e e  a r e a s  o f  c o n c e r n :
( 1 )  n e t w o r k i n g  t o  i n c r e a s e  m e m b e r s h i p ,
( 2 )  \ d a t e r  q u a l i t y ,  ( 3 )  B y - L a w s  r e v i s i o n .

T h e  S e c r e t a r y ' s  a n d  T r e a s u r e r  t  s
r e p o r t s  w e r e  r e a d  a n d  a c c e p t e d .  C o m -
m i t t e e  r e p o r t s  f  o 1 l - o w e d .

Dam Commit tee -  The Dam Comtni t tee
repo r ted  tha t  t he  dam appears  to  be  i n
ve ry  good  cond i t i on .  The  a lde rs  g row ing
on  the  dam he lp  s tab  { I t ze  the  ea r then
s t r u c t u r e ,  a n d  n o  e r o s i o n  i s  e v i d e n t .
The  sp i l lway  a l so  appears  to  be  i n  good
c o n d i t i o n .

Dur ing  the  d i scuss ion  tha t  f o l l owed
t h e  r e p o r t ,  s e v e r a l  m e m b e r s  q u e s t i o n e d
the  w isdom o f  hav ing  l aymen  respons ib le
fo r  eva lua t i ng  the  i n teg r i t y  o f  t he  dam.
The  membersh ip  vo ted  to  have  t r l e
A s s o c i a t i o n  s e e k  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a n a l y s i s
and  i nspec t i on  o f  t he  dam.  No  money  was

approp r ia ted  fo r  t h i s  examina t i on ,
an i l  t he  o f f i ce rs  were  i ns t ruc ted  to
s e e k  t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  a  s t a t e  a g e n c y .

A f  t h i s  t ime  a  d i scuss ion  took
p lace  conce rn ing  the  commi t tees  o f
t t r e  A s s o c i a t i o n - a n d  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i -
b i l i t i e s ,  a n d  m e m b e r s h i P  v o t e d  t o
c rea te  a  new commi t tee ,  Dam and
Wate r  Qua l i t y  Commi t tee ,  t o  l ook  a f te r
the dam and the water  qual i tY of  the
1 a k e .'Wa te r  

Qua l i tY  RePor t  -  The  wa te r
qua l i t y  repo rL  no ted  t f ra t  1990  was
i f - t u  t h i rd  yuu t  we  have  had  p ro fess iona l
tes t i ng  done  a t  Pa rke r  Pond .  The
t e s t i n [  w a s  s c a l e d  b a c k  t h i s  Y e a r
b e c a u s 5  o f  t i g h t  f i n a n c e s ;  h o w e v e r  '
S c o t t  W i l l i a m s  c o n d u c t e d  t e s t s  i n  M a y '

J u 1 y ,  a n d  S e p t e m b e r  f o r  w a t e r  c l a r i t y ,
o"ygut t  and phosphorus content  and
a1 i5  c ru i sed  the  sho re  l ook ing  fo r
ha rmfu l  sho re land  deve loPmen t  o r
p r o c e d u r e s .  R a Y  A n d e r s o n  h a s  b e e n
tak ing  b i -week ly  Secch i  P i . . t o  read ings
in  thE  no r th  end  o f  t he  l ake ,  and
h is  e f fo r t s  have  he lped  ma in ta in  the

d a t a  w e  a r e  c o l l e c t i n g .
The }4ay readings ind icated

e x c e l l e n t  c i a r i t Y  ( 8  m e t e r s ) ,  g o o d
oxygen  con ten t ,  and  l ow  PhosPhorus
co i l en t .  The  Ju lY  read ings  a l so
i n d i c a t e d  g o o d  c i a r i t y  ( 7 . 1  m e t e r s ) ;
however ,  t f ie  oxygen content  in  the
ve ry  deepes t  Pa r l s  o f  t he  l ake  had

d e c r e a s e d  t o  2 . 5  p a r t s  p e r  m i l l i o n '
Sco t t  W i l l i ams  chb rac : -e lLzes  Parke r
P o n d  a s  a  l a k e  t h a t  i s  " I u l a t i v e l Y

i i a g i l e "  b u L  " d o i n g  w e 1 1 " .  ( n  m o r e

c o p l e t e  r e P o r t  o f  t h e  1 9 9 0  W a t e r

Qub f i t y  Mon i to r i ng  can  be  found  on

p a g e  4  . )
Gu11  RePor t  -  The  i nc reas ing -

p o p u l a t i o n  o i  g u l l s  r o o s t i n g  o n  l h g
i s i a n d s  a t  t h e  n o r t h  e n d  o l  t n e  r a K e
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w a s  d i s c u s s e d  a t  l e n g t h .  l l a n y  r e p o r t -
ed  coun t i ng  as  many  as  250  and  300
g u 1 1 s  i n  a n  e v e n i n g ,  a n d  a b o u t  a  h a l f
d o z e n  r e p o r t e d  s e e i n g  g u 1 l s  h a r a s s
l o o n s  ,  o - s p r e y ,  o r  h e r o n s .  O n e  m e m b e r
r e p o r t e d  s e e i n g  a  g u 1 1  s n a t c h  a n d
d e v o u r  a  l o o n  c h i c k  l a s t  s u m m e r .

T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  m e m b e r s h i P  v o t e d
ove rwhe lm ing l y  i n  f avo r  o f  suppor t i ng
R a y  A n d e r s o n  i n  h i s  e f f o r t  t o  a c q u i r e
a  p e r m i t  t o  s h o o t  s o m e  o f  t h e  g u l 1 s .
S t b v e  C o w p e r t h w a i t e  a g r e e d  t o  w r i t e
a  l e t t e r  b n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n
a n d  M r .  A n d e r s o n  r e q u e s t i n g  s u c h  a
pe rm i t  f r om the  DePar tmen t  o f  t he
I n t e r i o r .

E l e c t i o n  o f  O f f i c e r s  -  T h e
f o L l o w i n g  o f f i c e r s  w e r e  e l e c t e d  t o
s e r v e  f o r  L 9 9 0 - 9 1 2

P r e s i d e n t  -  M a r t Y  A r n o l d
V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  -  R a Y  A n & r s o n
Treasu re r  -  l n l a ine  Wh i t t i e r
S e c r e t a r Y  -  S t e v e  C o w P e r t h w a i t e
A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e t a r Y

J e r e m i a h  H e a l y  I I I
T r u s t e e s  -  C h i g  S h u s t e r  1  Y e a r

Bever l y  Shaw 2  Years
J o h n  P e t e r s o n  3  Y e a r s

T h e  m i s s i o n  o r  P u r P o s e  o f  t h e
P a r k e r  P o n d  A s s o c i a t i o n  w a s  q u e s t i o n e d
a n d  d i s c u s s e d  a t  l e n g t h .  T h e  c o n s e n -
s u s  o f  t h o s e  p r e s e n t  w a s  t h a t  t h e
P a r k e r  P  o n d  A s s o c i a t i o n  s h o u l d  s e r v e
as  a  s t rong  advoca te  fo r  t he  l ake  and
be  v ig i l an t  i n  l ook ing  ou t  f o r  t he
b e s t  l n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  l a k e .  T h e
o f f i c e r s  a n d  t r u s t e e s  w e r e  a u t h o r i z e d
to  examine  the  By -Laws  and  to  rev i se
them where  necessa ry  to  con fo rm w i th
t h e  g e n e r a l  p u r P o s e  a n d  g o a l s  o f  t h e
As  so6 ia t i on  i n  t r r "  1990  '  s  .  The
f o l l o w i n g  n e w  c o m m i t t e e s  w e r e  f o r m e d :

F i s h ,  \ n / i 1 d 1 i f  e ,  a n d  B o a t i n g
Dam and  Wate r  Qua l i tY
N e w s l e t t e r ,  M e m b e r s h i P ,  M a i l i t g ,

and  Re f reshmen ts
New Prog rams  and  I ssues
L a n d  A c q u i s i t i o n
En fo rcemen t  and  ZonLng
f t  w a s  d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e  N e w s l e t -

ter  woulc l  be mai led in  June,  T99TTnd
E E a t  a  S p e c i a l  M e e t i n g  o f  t h e  A s s o c i a -
t i o n  w o u l d  b e  h e l d  o n  S a t u r d a Y ,  J u l Y
1 3 ,  L 9 9 I .  T h e  m e m b e r s h i P  b e l i e v e d
t h a t  a n  e a r l y  m e e t i n g  w o u l d  e n a b l e  t h e
n e w  c o m m i t t e e s  t o  m e e t  a n d  t o  a c c o m -
p l i sh  someth ing  be fo re  the  summer  i s
O V C I .

T h e  m e e t i n g  a d j o u r n e d  a t  9 : 3 0  P . m .

WATCH FOR LOONS

The per iod f rom mid May through
mid  Ju l y  i s  a  c r i t i ca l  t ime  fo r  t he
loons  he re  on  Parke r  Pond .  By  m id
May  they  a re  i nvo l ved  i n  the i r  cou r t -
s h i p  r i t u a l s  a n d  p r e p a r i n g  t o  n e s t .
The  i ncuba t ion  pe r iod  fo r  l oons  i s
abou t  29  days ,  and  nes t i ng  t ime  i s
u s u a l l y  f r o m  l a t e  M a y  t o  l a t e  J u n e
or  ea r l y  Ju l y .  Th i s  i s  t he  t ime  when
l o o n s  a r e  m o s t  w a r y  a n d  e a s i l y  d r i v e n
f r o m  t h e i r  n e s t s .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y
t h i s  i s  a l s o  a  t i m e  o f  a  g r e a t  a m o u n t
o f  human  ac t i v i t y  on  the  l ake  because
o f  t he  Memor ia l  Day  and  Ju l y  4 th
weekends .  An  una t tended  egg  can  be
s n a t c h e d  b y  a  w i l y  g u l l  o r  r a c c o o n .

Loon  ch i cks  a re  p recoc ious  and
leave  the  nes t  w i th  the  pa ren ts  w i th in
a  few  hours  o f  ha tch ing .  Th i s  i s  when
w e  s e e  t h o s e  t i n y  b l a c k  b a 1 1 s  o f  f u r
b o b b i n g  i n  t h e  w a t e r  b e t w e e n  d o t i n g
p a r e n t s  o r  r i d i n g  u p o n  t h e  b a c k  o f
o n e .  T i n y  c h i c k s  a r e  v e r y  v u l n e r a b l e ,
a n d  o n e  s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  i t s  p a r e n t s  i s
e a s y  p r e y  f o r  g u 1 1 s ,  l a r g e  f i s h ,  o r
t u r t l e s .

We had  5 -7  l oon  ch i cks  su rv i ve
i n  1 9 8 9  h e r e  o n  P a r k e r  P o n d .  I n
1 9 9 0  w e  h a d  o n l y  o n e  s u r v i v e .  W e
d o n ' t  k n o w  w h y  

- s o  
f e w  s u r v i v e d  l a s t

y e a r ,  b u t  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  w e  c a n
he lp  them to  su rv i ve  by  l eav ing  them
a 1 o n e .

PHONE NUMBERS

The following phone nurnbers are
listed for your convenience:
President

|4artin Arrpld - 293-2549 ox 377 -6688
Vice-President

Raymond Anderson - 293'2679
'Ireasurer and Dam and Water Quality

I,'laine \nlhittier - 293-2072
Secretary and Newsletter

Steve CowpEffi - 293-2809 or 685-3604
Fish, I,'lildlife, md Boating

John Peterson - 293-2680 or 549-7225
Membership

Beveily Shaw - 293-2058
lnland Fishing and Wildlife 289-2535
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P R I i S I D E N T ' S  C O R N E R

Nr . r r v  t ha t  t he  Annna l  Mee t inc  i s  t o
bc .  he  l d  i n  Ju  1y  ,  \ { e  may  havc .  f  i na  I  i  v
p u t  t h e  h o r s e  b e  f  o r e  t h e  c a r t  .  T i r i s  i s
I l u r  b ig  ach ievemen t ,  bu t  mcmbers  can  n t r \ r '
d e s i g n  c o m m i t t e e  p r o j e c t s  a n d  r v o r k  o n
t h e m  d u r i n g  t h e  s u m m e r ,  p e r h a p s  t o  s o m e
s a t i s f a c t o r y  c o n c l u s i o n .

W e ' v e  i i s t e d  t h e  n a m e s  a n d  p h o n e
n u m b e r s  o f  o u r  c o m m i t t e e  c h a i r p e o p l e .
C o n t a c t  t h e m  a n d  g e t  i n v o l v e d .  I f  y o u
h a v e  q u e s t i o n s ,  p r o b l e m s ,  c o m p l a i n t s
o r  i d e a s ,  j o i n  a  c o m m i t t e e  a n d  h e l p
c r e a t e  a  s o l u t i o n .

R e c e n t l y  I  w a s  t o l d  t h a t  o u r  l a s t
a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  " t a k e "  a  f e w  g u 1 1 s  h a s
b e e n  a p p r o v e d  a t  t h e  F e d e r a l  1 e v e 1 .
T h e  r e q u e s t  i s  n o w  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f
S t a t e  o f f i c i a l s .  H o p e f u l l y ,  a u r  a c t i o n
t o  r e d u c e  t h e  g u l 1  p r e s e n c e  a t  P a r k e r
Pond  w i l l  commence  be fo re  the  summer
i s  o v e r .  O u r  m a n d a t e  i s  n o t  t o  k i 1 l
I a r g e  n u m b e r s  o f  g u l 1 s  b u t  t o  " p e r s u a d e "

t h e m  t o  r o o s t  e l s e w h e r e  b v  t h e  s e l e c t i v e
k i l l i n g  o f  s o m e

l c e  f i s h i n g  t h i s  w i n t e r  w a s  s l o w .
l ^ /e  have  accep ted  a  down tu rn  i n  t he
f i s h i n g  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  n e w  t r a p  a n d
f i s h  l i m i t s .  E v e n  s o r  s o m e  f i r s t  c l a s s
b r o o k  t r o u t  w e r e  t a k e n .  D e s p i t e  t h e
r e d u c t i o n  i n  a c t i v i t y ,  t h e  c i e a n ,  w i l d
e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  b e a u t i f u l  s c e n e r y  m a k e
f t r  - i  -  -  ^ ' ^ a fL n r s  a  g r e a r  s P o r E .

P l e a s e  m a k e  e v e r y  e f f o r t  t o  a t t e n d
t h c  S p e c i a l  M e e t i n g  o f  t h e  P a r k e r  P o n d
A . s s o c i a t i o n  o n  J u l y  1 3 t h .  W e  n e e d  y o u r
s u p p o r  L  .

M a r t y  A r n o l d

F I S H ,  W I L D L I F E  A n d  B O A T I N G  C O M M I T T E E

T h e  F i s h ,  l { i 1 d l i f e  a n d  B o a t i n g
C o m r n i t t e e  h a s  m e t  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  t h i s
Y E A I .

h ' e  h a v e  c o n t i n u e d  o u r  e f  f o r t s  t o
u r b t a i n  a  p e r m i t  t o  c o n t r o l  g u l l s  o n  t h e
l a k e .  C a 1 1 s  t o  t h e  F i s h  a n d  W i l d l i f e
S e r v i c e ' s  D i v i s i o n  o f  L a w  E n f o r c e m e n t
w e r e  m a d e  t o  c h e c k  o n  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  t h e
p e r m i t  a p p l  i c a t i o n ,  a n d  r v e  w e r e  t o l d
t h a t  o u r  o r i g i n a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  h a d  b e e n
l o s  t .  h r e  h a d  t o  b e g i n  a g a i n ,  a n d  t h e
p e r m i t  i s  n o t  y e t  i n  o u r  h a n d s .

I n  s p i t e  o f  c o n t i n u a l  h a r a s s m e n t
b y  g u 1 1 s  a n d  f r e q u e n t  d i s t u r b a n c e  b y
c u r i o u s ,  w e l l  m e a n i n g  p e o p l e ,  t h e
o s p r e y s  s u c c e s s f u l l y  n e s t e d  i n  a  g r e a t

t r e e  o n  a n  i s l a n d  n e a r  t h e  C h e s t e r v i l l e
c l r , r r - o  . r n , l  n  n . 1  _ 1 . . i  ̂1 ,  F 1  ̂ l ^ g d .  I r l e m b e r so r l U L !  t  \ 1  l l \ r  U t l g  L r r ! L N  I  L g L l S l

r ' r i  t h i s  c o m m i t t e e  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  i s l a n c
s l ' r o u 1 d  b e ' p o s c e d  t o  e n c o u r a g e  p e o p l e
t o  k e e p  a \ v a y .

B a t s  a r e  m u c h  m a l i g n e d  c r e a t u r e s
t h a t  a r e  t r u l y  b e n e f i c i a l  b e c a u s e  o i
t h e  v a s t  n u m b e r  o f  i n s e c t s  t h e y  c o n s u m e .
T h e  c o m m i t t e e  c o n s i d e r e d  b u i l d i n g  b a t
r o o s t i n g  b o x e s  t o  p r o v i d e  h o u s i n g  f o r
t h e  b a t s  a n d  t o  h e l p  r e d u c e  l o c a 1
i n s e c t  p o p u l a t i o n s  j  h o w e v e r , w e  d e c i d e d
i t  w a s  p r o b a b l y  b e g t  t o  e n c o u r a g e
i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  d o  $ o .  P l a n s  t o  b u i l d
the  boxes  a re  ava i l abe  f rom Lhe  Parke r
P o n d  A s s o c i a t i o n

T h e  l o o n  c e n s u s  o f  P a r k e r  w a s
t a k e n  l a s t  J u l y  i n  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h
t h e  s t a t e w i d e  c e n s u s  c o o r d i n a t e d  b y  t h e
M a i n e  A u d u b o n  S o c i e t y .  A l t h o u g h
f o u r t e e n  a d u l t s  w e r e  c o u n t e d ,  o n l y  o n e
ch ick  was  obse rved .  I , r l e  do  no t  know
i f  1 9 9 0  w a s  a  p o o r  y e a r  f o r  c h i c k
s u r v i v a l  i n  g e n e r a l  o r  i f  t h e r e  i s  a
p rob lem un ique  to  Pa rke r  Pond .  The
c o m m i t t e e  d e c i d e d  t h a t  m o r e  n e s t i n q
p l a t f o r m s  s h o u l d  b e  b u i l t  a n d  p 1 a c 6 d
i n  a r e a  w h e r e  l o o n s  h a v e  t r a d i t i o n a l l y
n e s t e d  a n d  p r e d a t i o n  w o u l d  b e  m i n i m a l .
T h e s e  a r e a s  w i l l  b e  p o s t e d  t o  h e l p
k e e p  p e o p l e  f r o m  d i s t u r b i n g  t h e  l o o n s
d u r i n g  t h e  c r i t i c a l  n e s t i n g  p e r i o d .
O n e  p l a t f o r m  w a s  b u i l t  a n d  p l a c e d  i n
t h e  w a t e r  t h i s  s p r i n g

I n  D e c e m b e r ,  1 9 9 0  t h e  c h a i r m a n
o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  m e t  w i t h  D e n n i s
M c N e i s h ,  M a i n e  R e g i o n a l  F i s h e r y
B i o l o g i s t ,  a n d  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  s t a t e
f i s h e r y  m a n a g e m e n t  g o a l s  a n d  o b j e c t i v e s
f o r  P a r k e r  P o n d .  T h e  l a k e  i s  b e i n e
m a n a g e d  p r i m a r i l y  f o r  t w o  g a m e  s p e 6 i . s ,
l a n d l o c k e d  s a l m o n  a n d  b a s s .  E x p e r i -
m e n t a l  r e l e a s e s  o f  s u b - 1 e g a 1  t r o u t
m a d e  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1 9 8 9  a n d  o f
1 9 9 0  a r e  b e i n g  e v a l u a t e d .  T h e  s t a t e
wou ld  l i ke  f i she rman  who  a re  genu ine l y
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  k e e p i n g  p e r s o n a l  f i s h i n g
reco rds  on  Parke r  Pond  to  con tac t  t he
d i s t r i c t  f i s h e r y  b i o l o g i s t  f o r  i n s t r u c -
t i o n s .  M r .  M c N e i s h  a l s o  s a i d  t h a t  h e
w o u l d  l i k e  s o m e  l e n g t h ,  w € i g h t ,  a n d
s c a l e  s a m p l e s  f r o m  P a r k e r  P o n d  f o r  a g e
a n d  g r o w t h  s t u d i e s .  T h e  1 9 9 0  f a l 1
n e t t i n g  o f  s a l m o n  y i e l d e d  a  t o t a l  o f
1 1 3  f i s h ;  5 4  a v e r a g e d  1 5  i n c h e s  a n c l
w e r e  2 +  y e a r s  o 1 d ,  4 9  a v e r a g e d  L 7 . 7
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i n c h e s  a n d  w e r e  3 +  y e a r s  o 1 d .  C o p i c s
o f  M r .  M c N e i s h ' s  a s s e s s m c n t  o f  t h e
P a r k e r  P o n d  s a l m o n  f i s h c r y  a r c  a v a i l -
a b l e  t h r o u g h  t h e  P a r k e r  P o n d  A s s o c i a t i o n .

W h i t e  p e r c h  w e r e  c a p t u r e d  i n  n e t s
i n  P a r k e r  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e .  T h e y
p r o b a b l y  g a i n e d  a c c e s s  t o  P a r k e r  v i a
t h e  o u t l e t ,  a s  b o t h  E c h o  L a k e  a n d
T a y l o r  P o n d  c o n t a i n  t h i s  s p e c i e s .  W h i t e
p e r c h  c o m p e t e  w i t h  s m e l t s ,  t h e  p r i m a r y
f o r a g e  s p e c i e s  f o r  s a l m o n .

John  Pe te rson

1990  WATER QUALTTY MONTTORTNG

T h e  l a k e  m o n i t o r i n g  a s s e s s m e n t  f o r
Parke r  Pond  was  rece i ved  f rom Sco t t
W i l l i a m s  i n  A p r i l ,  1 9 9 1 .  T h e  r e p o r t
i nd i ca ted  tha t  t he  wa te r  c la r i t y  o f  t he
lake  i s  ve ry  good  and  appears  to  be
s t a b l e .  W a t e r  c l a r i t y  c a n  b e  a  f u n c -
t i o n  o f  s e d i m e n t s  i n  s u s p e n s i o n ,  n a t u r a l
d i s s o l v e d  o r g a n i c  m a t e r i a l ,  o r  a 1 g a 1
g r o w t h  i n  l a k e  w a t e r  a n d  i s  o f t e n
a f f e c t e d  t o  a  d e g r e e  b y  a l l  o f  t h e s e
f a c t o r s ;  h w e v e r ,  a l g a l  g r o w t h  i s  t h e
p r i m a r y  i n f l u e n c e  o n  t h e  w a t e r  c l a r i t y
o f  m o s t  M a i n e  l a k e s .  D a t a  c o l l e c t e d
( ) v c r  t h c  p a s t  1 5  y e a r s  s h o w s  t h a t  t h e
r v a t c r  c  l a r i t y  o f  P a r k e r  P o n d  t e n d s  t o
v a r y  d u r i n g  t h e  f i v e  m o n t h  p e r i o d  o f
M a y  -  S e p t e m b e r .  T h e  m i n i m u m  w a s  5 . 9
m e t e r s  i n  1 9 8 9 ,  a n d  t h e  m a x i m u m  w a s
7 . 0  m e t e r s  i n  b o t h  1 9 8 0  a n d  1 9 8 3 .  A n
u n u s u a l l y  h e a v y  r a i n  i n  M a y ,  1 9 8 9
c a u s e d  s e v e r e  w a t e r s h e d  e r o s i o n  a n d
h e a v y  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  o f  s i l t  a n d  p h o s -
p h o r u s  t o  t h e  r u n o f f  o f  a  g r e a t  m a n y
M a i n e  1 a k e s .

The  to ta l  phosphorus  concen t ra t i on
o f  t h e  l a k e  r a n s e d  f r o m  l o w  t o  l o w -
n o d e r a t e  d u r i n g - t h e  s u m m e r  o f  1 9 9 0 ;
h o r v e v e r ,  s o m e  r e a d i n g s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t
so rne  phosphorus  was  be ing  recyc led  f rom
b o t t o m  s e d i m e n t s .  C o r e  s a m p l e s  f r o m
the  upper  reg ion  o f  t he  wa te r  co lumn
r a n g e d  f r o m  6  p a r t s  p e r  b i l l i o n  ( p p b )
i n  M a y ,  t o  7  p p b  i n  J u l y ,  a n d  5  p p b  i n
A u g u s t .  T h e s e  c o n c e n t r a L i o n s  a r e
c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  g o o d  w a t e r  c l a r i t y
o b s e r v e d  i n  P a r k e r  P o n d .  A  S e p t e m b e r
s a m p l e  o f  1 3  p p b  t a k e n  n e a r  t h a  b o t t o m
of  the  l ake  may  be  due  to  phosphorus
b e i n e  r e l e a s e d  f r o m  b o t t o m  s e d i m e n t s
a n d  i l a y  b e  a n  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  i n t e r n a l
p l - ro  sphorus  recyc  l  i ng  .

D i s s o l v e d  o x y g e n  1 e v e 1 s  w e r e  1 o w ,

c ' r i t i c a l l y  1 o w ,  d u r i n g  A u g u s t  a n d
S c p t c m b c r : .  1 n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  v i s u a l
i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  c t I
P a r k e r  P o n d  i s  p r e s e n t l y  v e r y  g o o d ,
a  rap id  change  in  the  l ake  cou ld
o c c u r  i f  t h e  o x y g e n  d e f i c i t  b e c o m e s
w o r s e .  I n  M a y  t h e  l a k e  w a s  o n l y
w e a k l y  s t r a t i f i e d ,  a n d  n o  s i g n i f i c a n t
changes  i n  the  oxygen  p ro f i l e  o f  t he
\nTa te r  co lumn.  By  Ju1y ,  t he re  was
o x y g e n  d e p r e s s i o n  ( l e s s  t h a n  5  p a r t s
p e r  m i l l i o n  ( p p m )  )  b e l o w  a  d e p t h  o f
1 3  m e t e r s .  O n  S e p t e m b e r  2 4  t h e r e  w a s
s i g n i f i c a n t  o x y g e n  d e p l e t i o n  ( l e s s
I  ppm)  f rom 11  me te rs  dep th  to  the
b o t t o m  o f  t h e  l a k e  a t  a b o u t  1 7  m e t e r s .

O x y g e n  d e p r e s s i o n  a n d / o r  $ e p l e -
t i o n  c a n  s e r i o u s l y  c o m p r o m i s e  a  c o l d
w a t e r  f i s h e r y  l i k e  t h e  s a l m o n  f i s h e r y
o n  P a r k e r  P o n d ,  a n d  a n y  l o s s  o f  o x y g e n
shou ld  be  v iewed  as  a  th rea t  Lo  tha t
r e s o u r c e .  O x y g e n  l o s s  c a n  s e r i o u s l y
a f f e c t  l a k e  w - a E e r  q u a l i t y .  W h e n
o x y g e n  n e a r  t h e  b o t t o m  i s  d e p l e t e d ,
phosphorus  can  be  re leased  f rom bo t tom
s e d i m e n t s  a n d  s t i m u l a t e  a l g a 1  g r o r v t h .
A l g a e  e v e n t u a l l y  d i e  a n d  d e c o m p o s e ,
c r e a t i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  b i o l o g i c a l  d e m a n d
f o r  o x y g e n .  T e s t i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t
f e w  y e a r s  h a s  s h o w n  t h a t  t h e r e  i s
s i g n i f i c a n t  o x y g e n  d e p l e t i o n  i n  P a r k e r
Pond  du r ing  Augus t  and  Sep tember .
H i s t o r i c a l  d a t a  e x t e n d i n g  b a c k  t o  1 9 4 0
s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  l o s s  o f
oxygen  in  the  wa te rs  o f  Pa rke r  Pond
d u r i n g  t h a t  p e r i o d .

T h e  d o c u m e n t e d  o x y g e n  d e p l e t i o n
m a y  b e  s l o w e d  t h r o u g h  l a n d - u s e  p l a n n i n g
Land  use  i n  the  l ake  wa te rshed  i s
l i nked  to  sed imen t  and  phosphorus
e x p o r t  t o  t h e  l a k e .  E f f o r t s  s h o u l d  b e
made for  towns around Parker  Pond to
e s t a b l i s h  a  l o n g - t e r m  w a t e r  q u a l i t y
p r o t e c t i o n  p l a n  f o r  t h e  1 a k e .

T O  D R I N K ,  O R  N O T  T O  D R I N K . . .

T h e  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  m o n i t o r i n g  t h a t
i s  done  each  yea r  i n  Pa rke r  Pond  i s
d o n e  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  o v e r a l l  h e a l t h
o f  t he  l ake  and  i s  no t  done  to  de te r -
m i n e  t h e  d r i n k a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  w a t e r .
D i f f e r e n t  t e s t s  a n d  d i f f e r e n t  s t a n d a r d s
a re  used  to  de te rm ine  whe the r  o r  no t
w a t e r  i s  s a f e  t o  d r i n k .

The  ques t i on  o f  whe the r  t he  l ake
w a t e r  w a s  s a f e  t o  d r i n k  o r  n o t  c a m e
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up  a t  t he  Annua l  Mee t ing  l as t  Year .
A fa : - r  number of  people sa id that  they
drank the lake \ , ra ter  unt reated and had
been  do ing  so  fo r  many  yea rs .  O the rs  were
aghast  to  th ink that  someone would
d r ink  f rom the  l ake .  I t  i s  no t  a  good
:  A ^ ^
I U E d  r

Hike rs  i n  t he  w i l ds  o f  Bax te r
Park  and  canoers  i n  t he  mos t  remote
r e g i o n s  o f  t h e  A l l a g a s h  a r e  c a u t i o n e d
no t  t o  d r i nk  un t rea ted  wa te r  f rom a
s o u r c e  s u c h  a s  a  1 a k e ,  b r o o k r  o r  p o n d .
E v e n  h e a r t y  s o u l s  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  A l a s k a
bush  a re  warned  no t  t o  d r i nk  f rom such
s o u r c e s ;  a n y o n e  c o n s i d e r i n g  d r i n k i n g
wa te r  f rom Parke r  Pond  shou ld  ce r ta in l y
r e c e i v e  t h e  s a m e  c a u t i o n .

T h e r e  a r e  d o z e n s  o f  g o o d  r e a s o n s
why  one  shou ld  no t  d r i nk  the  un t rea ted
lake  wa te r .  A  dead  and  decay i l g ,  an ima l
c o u l d  b e  f l o a t i n g  n e a r  y o u r  i n t a k e  p i p e ,
and  we  have  no  i dea  o f  wha t  pa thogens
t h e  m a n y  g u 1 1 s  m a y  b e  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o
the  l ake  wa te r .  The re  a re  a  g rea t  many
o t h e r  p o s s i b i l i t i e s ;  h o w e v e r ,  o n e  t h a t
s h o u l d  b e  q u i t e  s u f f i c i e n t  i s  a  u b i q -
u i t o u s ,  t i n y  p r o t o z o o n  c a l 1 e d  G i a r d i a
l a m b l i a  t h a t  c a u s e s  a  d y s e n t e r y - l i k e
T T T n e s s  c a 1 1 e d  e i a r d i a s i s  ( p r o n o u n c e d -
g e e - a r e - D r - a - s i E )  o r  " b e a v e i  f e v e r . "

A t  t h e  o n s e t  o f  g i a r d i a s i s  o n e
f e e l s  e x t r e m e  i n t e s t i n a l  d i s c o m f o r t .
S h o r t l y ,  a b d o m i n a l  c r a m p s ,  d i a r r h e a ,
and  nausea  become unbearab le ;  t he  v i c t im
b e c o m e s  d e h y d r a t e d  a n d  n e e d s  t o  b e  h o s -
p i t a l i z e d .  G i a r d i a s i s  i s  s o m e t i m e s
f a t a l  a n d  c a n  b e  d e b i l i t a t i n g ,  b u t  t h e
symptoms  usua l l y  subs ide  a f te r  a  few
d a y s  o f  r e s t  a n d  t r e a t m e n t .

The  bug  en te rs  the  body  as  a  t i ny
c y s t  ( 1 6 , 5 0 0  c a n  f i t  o n  t h e  h e a d  o f  a
p i n ) .  T h e  s i z e  m a k e s  i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o
f i l t e r  o u t  i n  w a t e r  t r e a t m e n t  s y s t e m s ,
a n d  i t s  t o u g h n e s s  m a k e s  i t  r e s i s t a n t  t o
n o r m a l  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  o f  c h e m i c a l s .
O n c e  i n s i d e  a  h o s t ,  t h e  c y s t  c h a n g e s
and  i s  ab le  to  move  a round  and  a t tach
i t s e l f  t o  t h e  l i n i n g  o f  t h e  i n t e s t i n e
and  rep roduces  a f te r  a  two -week  i ncu -
b a t i o n  p e r i o d .  B e a v e r s ,  m u s k r a t s ,  a n d
o the r  f u r  bea re rs  were  b lamed  fo r
h o s t i n g  t h e  G i a r d i a  c a s L i n g  o f f  t h e
cys t  i n to  the  env i ronmen t ;  however ,
recen t  s tud ies  show tha t  human  was te
con tamina t i on  i s  t he  p robab le  cause .

An  a r t i c l e  en t i t i ed  "A  Bum Rap
fo r  Beave r? t '  can  be  found  i n  the  Spr ing
1 9 9 0  i s s u e  o f  M a i n e  F i s h  a n d  W i l d 1 i f e .

Regard less  o f  t he  sou rce  o f  t he
G i a r d i a  c y s t ,  b e a v e r ,  m u s k r a t ,  o r
human ,  i t  i s  bes t  no t  t o  d r i nk  the
lake water  f rom Parker  Pond or  any
o the r  Ma ine  1ake .

YOU AND ME AND THE LAKE

The low oxygen readings that  we
have  been  ge t t i ng  f rom the  dep ths  o f
Pa rke r  Pond  du r ing  Augus t  and  Sep tem-
ber  du r ing  recen t  yea rs  i nd i ca te  tha t
w e  h a v e  a  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  i s  p o t e n t i a l l y
ve ry  se r ious .  The  mon i to r i ng  repo r t
s t r e s s e s  t h a t  a  l a n d  u s e  p l a n  s h o u l d
be  imp lemen ted  tha t  w i l l  r educe  sed -
imen t  and  phosphorus  t ' expo r t t '  Lo ' t he
l a k e .  A  l a n d  u s e  p l a n  s o u n d s  l i k e
someth ing  fo r  a  town ,  o r  t he  coun ty ,
o r  some s ta te  bu reaucTacy  to  come up
w i th ,  and  pe rhaps  fumb le  w i th ;  i t
seems  to  be  someth ing  qu i te  beyond  us
a s  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  a n d  a t  t i m e s  i t  i s
d i f f i c u l t  n o t  t o  f e e l  i u s t  a  b i t
h e 1 p 1 e s s . I s  t he re  any th ing
w e  c a n  d o  a s  i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  h a l t  t h i s
t rend  tha t  seems  depress ing  i n  more
ways  than  one?

T h o s e  o f  u s  w h o  1 i v e ,  w o r k r  o r
p lay  w i th in  the  boundar ies  o f  t he
Parke r  Pond  wa te rshed  ho ld  the  fu tu re
o f  t he  l ake  i n  ou r  hands .  We ho ld
the fu ture of  the lake in  our  hands
o u i t e  l i t e r a l l v .  T h e  r o a d s  t h a t  w e
bu i l d ,  t he  t rees  and  vegeLa t ion  Lha t

^ * r  r1^^  - ccks  and  so i l  t ha t  weW E  L U L ;  L L t E  ! \

move ,  t he  sep t i c  sys tem tha t  we  ma in -
t a i n  o r  n e g l e c t ,  t h e  d e t e r g e n t s  o r
chemica l s  tha t  we  use  a l l  have  a
d i rec t  e f fec t  upon  the  l ake .  "Land

u s e "  i n v o l v e s  w h a t  e a c h  o f  u s  d o e s
w i th  ou r  l and  as  we l l  as  wha t  t he
fa rmer  does  w i th  h i s ,  t he  deve lope r
d o e s  w i t h  h e r s ,  o r  t h e  s t a t e  d o e s
w i t h  o u r s .

The  Assoc ia t i on  has  ob ta ined
s e v e r a l  f i n e  p u b l i c a t i o n s  t o  h e l p
peop le  unders tand  j us t  how they
p e r s o n a l l y  a f f e c t  t h e  l a k e  a n d  h o w
tha t  e f fec t  can  be  m in im tzed .

t tFor  Your  Lake t  s  Saket t  is  a
sma l1  bu t  de ta i l ed  pamph le t  p l l b l i shed
b y  t h e  D . E . P .  w i t h  b  l i s t  o f - " d o ' s
a i ra  don ' t s "  t o  he lp  the  i nd i v idua l
m in im ize  l ake  d i s tu rbance .  "The

Lake  Book"  was  pub l i shed  ea r l i e r
Lh i s  yea r  and  i - s  s im i l a r  bu t  more
c o m p r e h e n s i v e .
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BY-I.AWS REVISION

The officers and trustees of the
Parker Pond Association were authottzed by
the membership at the last Anrnual Meeting to
examine the Association By-laws and to
recon'mend changes that the ccnmittee considered
to be necessary.

The By-Laws Cmmittee met several times
during the winter; however, only one rec-
onmendation came frsn the review.

The By-Laws Conmittee reccnmends ckr,anging
the date of the Annual Meeting frcrn August to
July. VJe will be voting on the reccnrnendation
at a Special Meeting to be held on Sanrrday, -
July 13 , L99L at the Mt. Vernon Baptist Church
Vestry.
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